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Crime  
Prevention  
Through  
Environmental  
Design

CPTED

crime prevention 
THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

is a concept that involves several proven methods  
of reducing opportunities for crime, including 
potential opportunities in our schools. The concept 
of CPTED is a proactive approach where the focus 
of reducing crime shifts from the criminal element  
to that of the environment which the potential 
victim lives and works. Being able to anticipate  
or recognize vulnerabilities and crime risks provides 
valuable input into how an environment should be  
designed and operated.

EAPC has earned the CPTED  
designation by successfully completing  
80 hours of CPTED courses. CPTED is a  
concept that involves several proven  
methods of reducing opportunities for crime, 
including potential opportunities in our schools.

eapc.net

Sean is the first architect in the region  
to team with the North Dakota Safety Council to  
provide education to school administrators on how  
to implement safety design measures in their facilities  
to slow or prevent perpetrators from entering school  
buildings and grounds. Sean also partnered with NDSC  
to provide free virtual training courses for school  
administrators on how to avoid the spread of airborne 
infectious diseases and create safe learning spaces.

E A P C



DESIGNING 
OUT CRIME Plan Reviews 

 
Advice can be given in the “ blueprint”  
stage that will address not only CPTED  
strategies, but also target hardening  
recommendations.

Security Surveys

Conducted to make your living and  
workplaces more secure and safe for  
employees and customers.

Consulting Services
 
CPTED professionals generally can also  
assist in advising in the development and 
implementation of integrated “security  
procedures ” for companies.

How  
CPTED  
WORKS  
for You

2 TERRITORIAL REINFORCEMENT

This strategy is one that fosters a “vested interest” in the 
environment. When people feel that the area they live or 
work “ belongs” to them, they will be more protective and 
concerned about its potential for crime.

3  NATURAL ACCESS CONTROL

Natural access control employs elements such as  
landscaping, wayfinding, and circulation pathways to 
guide visitors and normal users to and through a space. 
Unwanted users are deterred as access by other means 
is discouraged. Physical and mechanical means of access 
control (locks, bars, and alarms) can supplement natural
access control measures if needed.

1 NATURAL SURVEILLANCE

Whether from windows, security cameras, lighting, or 
personal vision, increasing the chance of exposure is a 
deterrent to criminal activity.

CPTED is defined as the

CPTED IS BASED ON THESE  4 OVERLAPPING STRATEGIES:

proper design and effective use of the built environment 
that can lead to a reduction in the fear and incidence of 
crime and an improvement in the quality of life.

4  Maintenance


